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Background 
The following HELCOM meetings that are relevant for the State and Conservation Group have taken place 
since the eighth meeting of the Group (STATE&CONSERVATION 8-2018), which was held on 14-18 May 2018: 
 

• AGRI 6-2018, Riga, Latvia, 15-16 May  
• FISH 8-2018, Warsaw, Poland 23-24 May 
• MORS EG 8-2018, Warsaw, Poland, 29-31 May 
• HOD 54-2018, Helsinki, Finland, 14-15 June 
• PLC 7- IG4 2018, Gothenburg, Sweden, 10-12 September 
• BALTICHECK WS 1-2018, Helsinki, Finland 14 September 
• EN-HZ 9-2018, Online meeting, 17 September 
• MPA TG 7-2018, Online meeting, 17 September 
• CG PHARMA 4-2018, Online meeting, 20 September 
• IN-EUTROPHICATION 11-2018, Online meeting, 24 September 
• IN BENTHIC 2-2018, Warnemünde, Germany, 26-27 September 
• WS RAP ML 3-2018, Riga, Latvia, 9 October 
• PRESSURE 9-2018, Riga, Latvia, 10-12 October 
• SEAL 12-2018, Tallinn, Estonia, 10-12 October 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the attached extracts of outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings of 
relevance for State and Conservation. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%206-2018-510/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20AGRI%206-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/FISH%208-2018-509/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20FISH%208-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/MORS%20EG%208-2018-456/MeetingDocuments/Final%20Outcome%20MORS%20EG%208-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2054-2018-535/MeetingDocuments/Outcome_HOD%2054-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PLC-7%20IG%204-2018-579/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PLC-7%20IG%204-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/BALTICHECK%20WS%201-2018-564/MeetingDocuments/BaltiCheck%20WS_summary.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/EN-HZ%209-2018-568/MeetingDocuments/EN-HZ%209-2018%20Meeting%20Outcomes.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/MPA%20TG%207-2018-576/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20TG%20MPA%207-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/CG%20PHARMA%204-2018-572/MeetingDocuments/CG%20PHARMA%204-2018%20Meeting%20outcomes.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/IN-EUTROPHICATION%2011-2018-571/MeetingDocuments/Outcome.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/IN%20BENTHIC%202-2018-573/MeetingDocuments/IN%20BENTHIC%202-2018%20Meeting%20Outcomes.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/WS%20RAP%20ML%203-2018-560/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20WS%20RAP%20ML%203-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%209-2018-548/MeetingDocuments/Forms/AllItems.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/SEAL%2012-2018-506/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20SEAL%2012-2018.pdf
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Extracts of outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings of relevance for State 
and Conservation 
 

AGRI 6-2018, Riga, Latvia, 15-16 May 
HELCOM Recommendations and implementation of HELCOM Agreements 
The Meeting 

− recalled that AGRI 5-2017 agreed that the terminology and definitions used in the HELCOM 
Recommendation 24/3 “Measures aimed at the reduction of emissions and discharges from 
agriculture”, adopted in 2003, are unclear and do not correspond to the current state of knowledge 
and legal requirements. AGRI 5-2017 also agreed that the Recommendation 24/3 is outdated and 
requires revision. The Meeting further recalled that taking into account ongoing national processes 
related to the mitigation of the ammonia emissions and other activities of Agri group, the group 
had decided to postpone the revision and consider it in AGRI 6-2018. 

− agreed that the update of the Recommendation 24/3 has a link to the revision of the Annex III and 
also pointed out that the revision of the Annex III is the commitment of the group that should be 
prioritised.  

− decided that an overview of the ongoing activities in the countries will be made as a first step of the 
revision. The Meeting requested the Chair and the Secretariat to prepare a simple questionnaire 
based on the information presented at the meeting and circulate the questionnaire to the group by 
15 September 2018. The Meeting agreed that answers to the questionnaire will be supplied to the 
Secretariat (susanna.kaasinen@helcom.fi) by 15 February 2019 and a compilation will be submitted 
to AGRI 7-2019 to be used as background for the revision. 

− took note of the report “Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 2018 – three years left to 
reach good environmental status” (document 4-2).  

− discussed the implementation of the regional and national measures related to agriculture and the 
low status of implementation of especially national actions. The Meeting agreed on the importance 
of implementing the commonly agreed actions to reach good status environmental status of the 
Baltic Sea. The Meeting also pointed out that the poor status of implementation of HELCOM 
agreements results also from incomplete reporting. 

− agreed to verify the data reported to the BSAP implementation follow-up system. The Meeting 
requested the Secretariat to make an extraction from the BSAP implementation follow-up table 
and circulate the information to the group members by 31 May 2018.  

− invited Contracting Parties to verify national information on the implementation of the national 
actions and report it to the Secretariat by 14 September 2018. The Meeting requested the 
Secretariat to compile the reports and submit them to AGRI 7-2019 for further evaluation and 
discussion regarding the accomplishment of national actions. 

− recalled that AGRI 4-2017 agreed to make a regional overview of the implementation of the 
“Revised Palette of measures for reducing phosphorus and nitrogen losses from agriculture” and 
requested the Secretariat to prepare a template for a questionnaire to be circulated to the group. 

− took note of the summary of the results from all Baltic Sea coastal countries (document 4-3, 4-3-
att1). 

− welcomed the overview of the implementation of the palette of measures and found the 
information of high relevance to exchange knowledge and the first step to evaluate cost-efficiency 
of measures which might be challenging since cost-efficiency of the measures is often case-specific. 
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− encouraged the Contracting Parties to utilize the information in the summary in their national work 
to find appropriate measures to reduce nutrient runoff and also in reporting about HELCOM 
commitments. 

− concluded that according to the summary results the implementation of this action is better than it 
was evaluated in the BSAP follow-up and invited the countries to take into account the overview 
when revising the BSAP implementation reporting. 

− invited the Contracting Parties to regularly inform the group of implementation of measures and 
introduction of new measures to reduce nutrient runoff. 

Innovative water management 
The Meeting 

− took note that a strategic project initiative, WATERDRIVE, on water management and climate 
change preparedness in rural areas that was discussed in HELCOM AGRI 5-2017 has been submitted 
to the 3rd call of the Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme (document 8.1-1). 

− was of the view that the project is relevant for improving the implementation of water 
management solutions which is also part of the Agri group work plan.  

− supported the project application and pointed out that the focus of the project is implementation 
of the existing measures at local level and in river management plans rather than development of 
new measures which explains the large number of public authorities in the project consortium 
while there are fewer research institutes involved. 

− took note of the project proposal “Development of sustainable peatland management by re-
wetting and paludiculture for nutrient retention in the Neman river catchment” (DESIRE) that has 
been submitted to the 3rd call of the Interreg Baltic Sea Region Programme (document 8.1-2). 

− welcomed the project application and wished it success in the selection procedure.  
− discussed and noted information on studies of economic value of paludiculture in different 

countries. The Meeting also pointed out that in case of rewetting of wetlands large resources of 
accumulated phosphorus might be remobilized and that this risk should be addressed in the further 
discussion on the matter. 

FISH 8-2018, Warsaw, Poland, 23-24 May 
Matters arising from HELCOM work 
The Meeting 

− welcomed the presentation on the final draft of the thematic assessment on coastal fish (document 
2-5, Presentation 1), as presented by Jens Olsson, Project Manager and Chair of FISH-PRO II, and 
noted that STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018 supported the publication of the assessment in the 
Baltic Sea Environmental Proceedings for endorsement by HOD 54-2018. 

− noted the need for more attention and efforts by Contracting Parties to the data collection and 
assessment of coastal fish communities at a regional and local level.  

− took note of the outcome of the Regional Workshop on Eel and the Baltic Sea, which was organized 
as part of the task force on migratory fish species (HELCOM Fish-M) in cooperation with the 
Convention on Migratory Fish Species and Sargasso Sea Commission and hosted and moderated by 
Sweden on 29 November – 1 December 2017 (document 2-4), as presented by the Secretariat. The 
Meeting further noted the information on the second meeting of the Range States for the 
European Eel, organized by the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and Sargasso Sea 
Commission, in Malmö, Sweden, on 15-16 May 2018. The Meeting noted that according to the CMS 
meeting there is potential for international cooperation to address gaps and challenges in 



STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018, 2J-5 
 

 

Page 4 of 27 
 

European eel conservation, there is a potential for CMS to begin consultations on setting up a 
mechanism for more coordinated and comprehensive European eel conservation and consideration 
should also be taken of the need to reinforce action as soon as possible given the species’ Critically 
Endangered conservation status. The outcome of the meeting is set out in document 2-10. 

− noted the comment by CCB encouraging the continuation of efforts by the CMS secretariat on 
European eel conservation, especially regarding the illegal trade of the species.  

− took note of the suggestion by the Executive Secretary to come back to the results of the HELCOM 
workshop at a later stage and as part of the BSAP update process, also taking into account progress 
achieved at the international and European levels. 

− considered the indicative timetable for cooperation between HELCOM/VASAB MSP WG, HELCOM 
S&C WG and the Pan Baltic Scope project, and expressed interest in the “Joint workshop on sharing 
results of projects / national experiences on concepts such as Green Infrastructure to link MSP and 
MPAs / EBA at Pan Baltic Scope, HELCOM/VASAB MSP WG and HELCOM State and Conservation”, 
planned for December 2018.  

− expressed willingness to contribute to the development of the agenda for the workshop and 
instructed the Secretariat to contact Latvia, leading this activity within the Pan Baltic Scope project, 
to aim at circulating the draft agenda for the workshop to the Fish group contacts for possible 
input.  

− invited the Contracting Parties and observers to attend the workshop in December 2018. 

HELCOM data interests 
The Meeting 

− took note of the Outcome of the first workshop organized as part of the activities of the HELCOM 
Fish Correspondence Group on fisheries data for operationalizing indicators used for the purposes 
of MSFD implementation, for the CPs which are also EU members (CG FISHDATA 1, document 5-1), 
as presented by the Chair of the correspondence group.  

− further noted the Outcome of the second workshop, CG FISHDATA 2 organized back to back with 
FISH 8 on 22 May 2018 (document 5-2), as presented by the Chair of the correspondence group. 

− noted the offer by Denmark and Poland to update the draft Roadmap provided in Document 8 of 
CG FISHDATA 2-2018, as well as templates for providing data based on the discussions at the 
Workshop. The Workshop invited the Secretariat to circulate the revised draft Roadmap with the 
templates as annexes to the CG FISHDATA contacts, copied also to the contact points of the Fish 
group, with a request to fill in the templates and to comment on the draft Roadmap by 29 June 
2018. A revised draft of the Roadmap will subsequently be circulated with a view for agreement on 
a draft version to be submitted to STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018 (22-26 October 2018) for 
comments that could be taken into account by the next meeting of FISHDATA before finalization 
and submission to the Fish group for approval. 

− noted the comment by BirdLife International on the urgency of the issue and the importance of 
incorporating the data needs in the EU control regulation. 

− noted the comment by Germany on the need to have a more specific documentation on seabird 
bycatch on the species level, in order to operationalize the indicator ‘Number of drowned 
mammals and waterbirds in fishing gear’. 

− encouraged all Contracting Parties to participate in the work of the correspondence group and, 
noting that four Contracting Parties have not participated in the work, invited all Contracting 
Parties to formally nominate experts to the group. 

− Recognizing that a more appropriate format for continuation of the work would be an Expert Group 
rather than a Correspondence Group, the Meeting invited the Secretariat to provide a proposal for 
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the next meeting regarding potential revision of the group’s Terms of Reference to reflect all 
components needed for Expert Groups 

− agreed that the Heads of Delegations are to be informed on the progress within the CG FISHDATA. 
− noted information on the ongoing process under OSPAR Meeting of the Biodiversity Committee 

(BDC), which in February 2018 had agreed that proposals should be developed for a workshop to 
examine needs and possibilities for developing indicators for incidental by-catch of birds, seals, 
cetaceans, turtles and non-commercial fish, linked to related work by HELCOM and ICES as 
relevant. 

− further noted that GEAR 18-2018 had supported organizing a joint HELCOM/OSPAR workshop on 
bycatch indicators, including fisheries data issues, supported the initiative and requested the 
Secretariat to be in contact with the OSPAR Secretariat accordingly. The Meeting noted that other 
relevant organizations, such as ICES and ASCOBANS, could contribute to such a workshop. The 
Meeting further noted an initiative by EFARO on exploring synergies in data collection between 
MSFD and CFP, which could also be relevant to the workshop. Based on this, the Meeting 
requested the Secretariat to inform both State and Conservation WG and Fish group on the 
initiative with the aim of having these groups contributing to the process. 

Seals-fisheries interactions 
The Meeting 

− recalled that FISH 7-2017 had agreed that there is merit in further discussing seal-fisheries 
interactions and requested that the Chairs of HELCOM Fish, Seal and the Secretariat are in contact 
intersessionally to consider how to address the issue in the best possible way. 

− noted that a letter has been sent by the HELCOM Executive Secretary to the Chairs of HELCOM Fish 
and Seal, suggesting that a workshop on seal-fisheries interactions will be organized during 2019-
2020. The Meeting further noted that the two Chairs have responded quite positively to the 
proposal. 

− welcomed the organization of the workshop and emphasized that the workshop could provide an 
opportunity to discuss solutions, recognizing the different point of views on the topic and 
welcomed the willingness by several Contracting Parties and observers to contribute to the 
preparation and take active part in the workshop. The Meeting emphasized the need to organize 
the workshop already during 2019 and pointed out that State and Conservation is to be informed 
on the matter. BSAC informed of ongoing work related to seal and fisheries interactions, offering to 
contribute to this workshop after consulting Executive Committee. 

− welcomed the offer by Denmark to host the workshop and co-lead the preparatory work, and the 
offer by Poland to consider to be the second co-lead. The Meeting encouraged Contracting Parties 
to inform the Secretariat (petra.kaaria@helcom.fi and markus.helavuori@helcom.fi) on their 
interest in taking part in the planning of the workshop. 

Indicator developments for holistic assessments 
The Meeting 

− took note of the presentation on the draft ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report 2018, especially the 
sections related to fish and fisheries (document 8-2, Presentation 3), as presented by HELCOM 
Professional Secretary Jannica Haldin, and acknowledged the extensive work carried out under 
HOLAS II. 

− noted that some Contracting Parties still have reservations on specific aspects of the HOLAS II work, 
as considered in more detail by STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018, and that the discussion on the 
next holistic assessment is taken forward mainly under the HELCOM Gear group. 
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− noted the comment by the Secretariat that the HOLAS II report is mainly developed in order to 
support HELCOM work and additionally can be used, by those HELCOM Contracting Parties that are 
also EU Members States, in the reporting under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive.  

− considered the draft work plan for indicators (document 8-3, Presentation 4), as presented by 
Owen Rowe, Project Coordinator on HELCOM indicators. 

Any other business 
The Meeting noted that the HELCOM Action Plan for the protection and recovery of Baltic sturgeon 
Acipenser oxyrinchus was adopted by STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018. 

MORS EG 8-2018, Warsaw, Poland, 29-31 May 2018 
Data collection, databases and ongoing monitoring programme 
The Meeting 

− considered the MORS environmental data compilation 2018 (document 4-3 and 4-3-Corr.1, 
presentation 13) as presented by Mr. Joni Kaitaranta, HELCOM Data Coordinator, and checked that 
all the reported and available national data is reported to the MORS database. 

− discussed about the reporting of samples beyond the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of the 
Contracting Party and agreed that also these samples beyond EEZ can be reported to the MORS 
Environmental database in order to improve the data coverage and also to improve coordination of 
monitoring activities.   

− took note and considered the annual report of the MORS environmental data 1984-2016 
(document 4-4, presentation 14) as presented by Mr. Joni Kaitaranta, HELCOM Data Coordinator. 

− checked and validated the data, and also took note of following gaps that should have been 
reported to the database and requested the data host to check the data submissions: 

− recalled the MORS 6-2016 decision on using two biota (fish) matrices for the core indicator status 
evaluation.  

− noted that the sample information and location would help the quality assurance procedure and 
also noted that the use of samples below limit of detection should be clearly documented for the 
future annual data reports.  

− discussed about what subbasin division system to use in the future for the data verification of the 
environmental data (Document 4-4) and agreed that HELCOM subbasins should be used since those 
are used also in the indicator and thematic assessment. The Meeting also noted that it is important 
to preserve the MORS subbasin division in the database e.g. for modelling purposes.  

− took note of the information on the status of quality assurance corrections to MORS environmental 
database (Document 4-7) as presented by Mr. Joni Kaitaranta, HELCOM Data Coordinator based on 
quality assurance carried out by IAEA and reported to MORS EG 7-2017. The Meeting welcomed 
the information that corrections have been implemented.  

− took note issues related to sediment types reported to MORS Database and how the sediment type 
reporting is described in the guidelines, especially related to dominant fraction.  

− agreed that the guidelines have to be clarified on how sediment types should be reported and 
especially how combination sediments are stored and how the dominant fraction is indicated.  

− considered the inventory of reported discharge data submitted as presented by Mr. Vesa-Pekka 
Vartti (document 4-5, Presentation 17) and checked and validated the data. 

− agreed that due to late availability of data from facilities MORS EG 9-2019 meeting should look into 
the 2017 data again and requested data consultant STUK to provide summary of 2017 data for the 
next meeting.  
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− reviewed the latest version of the Guidelines for Monitoring of Radioactive Substances, updated 
according to MORS EG 7-2017 (document 4-1) and agreed on following corrections/clarifications 
required: 

− agreed that the revised guideline should be circulated to the group by 31 September 2018.   
− discussed on general level on the use of species that are endangered as a source for environmental 

sampling. The Meeting took note that the issue is also relevant for other hazardous substances and 
was of the opinion that a general HELCOM procedure for this issue is required. 

Indicator reports and assessments 
The Meeting 

− took note of the progress on the update of the first version of the “State of the Baltic Sea” report 
and of the change of the title of the supplementary reports to thematic assessments (document 6-
1). 

− took note of the updated HELCOM core indicator report ‘Radioactive substances: Cesium-137 in 
fish and surface seawater’ (document 6-2). 

− took note that the Thematic Assessment of Radioactive Substances in the Baltic Sea 2011-2015 has 
been published as Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings No. 151 on HELCOM website. 

− discussed the update need of the Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheet (BSEFS) related to 
Radioactivity.  

− took note of the information from Finland that the Discharges BSEFS could be updated with new 
data by end of September.  

− discussed the need for updating interval for the sediment BSEFS and agreed that the issue can be 
discussed in MORS EG 9-2019 meeting.  

− regretted that a representative of IAEA Nuclear Safety Department was not able to join the meeting 
to present assessment methodology proposed by IAEA to be carried out in OSPAR area and agreed 
on inviting IAEA representative to present assessment methodology in MORS EG 9-2019 meeting as 
invited guest.  

− discussed that the current thematic assessment does not deal substantially on naturally occurring 
radionuclides, whereas those are more present in OSPAR assessment.  

− agreed that the future thematic assessment could include updated information on levels of 
naturally occurring radionuclides, noting that dominant radionuclide Polonium with respect to dose 
to man is not frequently monitored radionuclide causing challenge for data collection.  

− agreed that national data providers could explore options for methodology and provision of data 
on Polonium in fish and provide information for the MORS EG 9-2019. 

Future work 
The Meeting 

− re-elected Ms. Tamara Zalewska as the Chair of MORS EG for the next two years (2018-2020). 
− discussed and planned future work based on the Terms of Reference of HELCOM MORS EG adopted 

by HOD 51-2016 (document 8-1).  
− suggested modification to the Terms of Reference, which are included in Document 8-1-Rev1. to be 

approved by the next State & Conservation meeting.   
− welcomed the information by Denmark that they will look into the possibilities of hosting the 

meeting of MORS EG in 2019 and will come back with confirmation by 31 September 2018. The 
Meeting agreed that MORS EG 9-2019 will be held on Week 21 (20-24 May 2019). 
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HOD 54-2018, Helsinki, Finland, 14-15 June 2018 
Outgoing and incoming chairmanship in HELCOM 
The Meeting 

− recalled that the EU chairmanship of HELCOM is coming to an end on 30 June 2018 and took note 
of the account by EU on accomplishing the chairmanship priorities.  

− acknowledged the accomplishments of the EU chairmanship, especially the excellent organization 
and good outcome of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting in Brussels on 6 March 2018. The Meeting 
took note that progress has been made regarding the priorities by completing the second holistic 
assessment (HOLAS II) and Pollution Load Compilation products, promoting sustainable agriculture 
and advancing port reception facilities as well as improving regional cooperation with fisheries 
bodies. Further development of core indicators related to seafloor integrity and marine litter 
continue to be important priorities for HELCOM. Work still remains on improving the coherence of 
the MPA network. The Meeting thanked EU for the successful chairmanship. 

− took note of and welcomed the following priorities of the Finnish chairmanship (document 2-1): 
updating the Baltic Sea Action Plan, reduction of nutrient inputs and nutrient recycling, Baltic Sea 
and climate change and synergy between Agenda 2030 and HELCOM work. 

− welcomed the Finnish chairmanship team, Ms. Saara Bäck, Chair of HELCOM, and Ms. Tarja 
Haaranen, Vice-Chair, from the Ministry of the Environment of Finland. 

Update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 
The Meeting 

− recalled that the 2018 HELCOM Brussels Ministerial Meeting agreed on the update of the Baltic Sea 
Action Plan beyond 2021. 

− further recalled that HELCOM 39-2018 agreed on the guidance for the BSAP update, established 
the BSAP Task Force and agreed that its Terms of Reference will be proposed and considered at the 
HOD 54-2018 meeting. 

− considered the proposal by the Secretariat on how to organize the BSAP update process in the draft 
strategic plan (document 3-4) and welcomed that the update of the BSAP will be based on the 
existing expertise in the HELCOM working structure according to the mandates of the working 
groups and will be overseen by the Heads of Delegation. 

− took note that a work plan for the BSAP update will be prepared by the Secretariat for HOD 55-
2018, in which the involvement of the HELCOM groups will be specified and any associated 
timelines will be detailed. 

− recalled that the update of the BSAP is a task for all Contracting Parties and that the Contracting 
Parties are invited to lead individual tasks within the BSAP update process which could be offered 
e.g. via the working groups.  

− recognized that the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan should be a priority for the HELCOM 
working groups and requested the HELCOM groups to plan their work accordingly, including any 
putting in place of needed additional arrangements, e.g. correspondence work and possible 
additional workshops. 

− took note of the comment by Russia that the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report is a scientific expert 
based material to be used as advice in the BSAP update process.  

− considered the proposed Terms of Reference for the BSAP update task force (cf. Attachment of 
document 3-4) and took note of the view by the Contracting Parties that the role, the composition, 
chair and the operation of the proposed task force need to be clarified.  
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− took note of the additional information by the Secretariat that the main assignment for the task 
force would be to focus on analysis of sufficiency of measures which so far has not been carried out 
in HELCOM and is an additional major task. Furthermore, the name “task force” might not be 
suitable for such a proposed interdisciplinary platform. The Meeting in general supported the idea 
of carrying out the analysis via an interdisciplinary platform. 

− invited the Contracting Parties to provide further comments and ideas for the way forward with 
regard to the task force by 15 August 2018. The Meeting requested the Secretariat to develop the 
proposal further taking into account feedback from the Contracting Parties and to organize 
intersessional consultation on the amended proposal starting 1 September and aiming at reaching 
an agreement by 30 September 2018. 

− took note of the comment by CCB that the intention to involve stakeholders in the process is 
appreciated. The Meeting further noted the views expressed by CCB that:  
o the analysis should be honest regarding implementation of measures and lack of progress;  
o an external review could be beneficial; 
o the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report provides the best scientific knowledge available and should 

be the basis for the BSAP update; and 
o the HELCOM working groups have many important ongoing activities that should not be put on 

hold during the update process.  
− considered the revised strategic plan for the update of the BSAP prepared by the Secretariat 

according to the comments provided in the Meeting, including the visualization of the assigned 
responsibilities (document 3-4-Rev.1) and approved the amended strategic plan for the BSAP 
update (document 3-4-Rev.2, as contained in Annex 2), and more specifically: 
o the Meeting agreed to set up the BSAP update project, while taking note of the clarification by 

the Secretariat that the project is to be understood in a broad sense and as resource to support 
the BSAP update according to the strategic plan (BSAP 2030 project; cf. Annex 2); 

o the Meeting agreed on having a dedicated project manager at the Secretariat to support the 
tasks of the Secretariat in the BSAP update process, to be (part-) funded from the HELCOM 
budget (cf. Annex 2).  

− invited the Contracting Parties to offer additional contributions to complement the funding 
available from the HELCOM budget for the project manager as indicated in Annex 2 as well as for 
the BSAP update process and welcomed the information that Finland, Germany and Sweden 
offered to consider providing additional funding for the work. 

− requested the Secretariat to prepare a flow chart visualising the roles of the working groups and 
the BSAP 2030 project in the BSAP update process, to be presented together with the draft work 
plan.  

− took note that EU has issued a new call for projects to support cooperation of measures to reach a 
good environmental status of the marine environment and that GEAR 8-2018 discussed the call, 
supported the development of a HELCOM coordinated project proposal (cf. GEAR 8-2018 Outcome 
paragraphs 3.56 – 3.65) and agreed on the topics for the proposed regional project (at the GEAR 
online meeting on 2 May). Based on the GEAR agreement, the Secretariat is currently carrying out 
the finalization of the project application by the deadline of 20 June 2018.  

− took note that the HELCOM project under preparation has a general objective to contribute to the 
update of the BSAP and implementation of Programmes of Measures for Contracting Parties being 
EU members, and a specific objective to analyse the effectiveness and sufficiency of existing 
measures with particular focus on by-catch, impacts on the seabed, marine protected areas, and 
eutrophication.  

− further noted that the topical focus has been selected based on the identified priorities of the call 
for the Baltic Sea region (biodiversity, disturbance to the seafloor, impacts from fisheries), and the 
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most prominent pressure on the Baltic Sea (eutrophication). Furthermore, how the natural 
conditions of the Baltic Sea influence the achievement of good environmental status (GES) is 
included as an integral part of the project.  

− took note of the proposal by Germany that the methodologies applied in the proposed project to 
be such that they could be applied in cases of countries where less data is available, to include 
indicators especially for eutrophication and by-catch in the project and to clarify how the intended 
project links to the process of the BSAP update. 

− took note of the clarification of the Secretariat that the issue of applicability of the methods for 
analysis of effectiveness of measures to reduce nutrient load has already been addressed in the 
project and that while important, the work on indicators does not match the priorities set for the 
Baltic Sea for the call. The intended project is to be directly linked to existing working groups in 
such a way that the working groups will provide guidance to the project and all Contracting Parties 
will have the possibility to be involved and facilitate the use of the project results. 

− approved the submission of the HELCOM-led project proposal to the EU call. 

State and Conservation 
The Meeting 

− took note of the outcome of STATE & CONSERVATION 8-2018 in general (document 4-19) and 
specifically: 
o approved the new regional monitoring sub-program of continuous noise (Appendix 1 to 

document 4-19); 
o took note of the progress in establishing HELCOM guidelines for the determination of PFAS in 

seawater, for monitoring continuous sound, and for monitoring beach litter; 
o approved organizing the workshop to support the implementation of HELCOM 

Recommendation 34E/1 on migratory birds, at the HELCOM Secretariat, and in cooperation 
with JWG BIRD, in autumn 2018; 

o approved organizing STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018 in Copenhagen, Denmark, 22-26 October 
2018; 

o took note of the planned workshop for MPA managers, arranged and funded by Sweden, at 
Husby säteri (close to Norrköping) on 10-12/13 September 2018. 

− noted the information by the Secretariat on the ECONET project, funding for which has been 
applied from the Swedish Applicable Science Fund (FORMAS) by Sweden and Finland. HELCOM is 
included as a data provider for this work. 

− welcomed the information that there is renewed dialogue regarding HELCOM Recommendation 
21/4 between the lead country Germany and Denmark, and that they strive to present an update 
on the process to STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018.  

− took note of the information by Russia on the established marine protected area “Eastern part of 
the Gulf of Finland”, so called Ingermanlandskij, in the eastern part of the Gulf of Finland and 
welcomed that the area is to be nominated as part of the HELCOM MPA network. 

Indicators and assessments 
− approved the draft ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report and agreed on its publication, planned for the 

end of June 2018 (document 4-16), following final editorial and layout work. 
− took note of the change of the title of the supplementary reports of HOLAS II to thematic 

assessments and welcomed the finalization of the following reports:  
− Thematic Assessment on Eutrophication 
− Thematic Assessment on Hazardous Substances 
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− Thematic Assessment on Biodiversity 
− Thematic Assessment on Cumulative Impacts 
− Thematic Assessment on Economic and Social Analyses 

− endorsed the publication of the thematic assessments as Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings 
(BSEP) concomitantly with the publication of the ‘State of the Baltic Sea’ report. 

− took note of the words of congratulation by the Chair on the agreement on the publication of the 
HOLAS II products. The Chair thanked the Contracting Parties for the resources they have 
contributed to the preparation of the second HELCOM holistic assessment, and national experts, 
HELCOM Expert Networks and the Secretariat for their efforts (Annex 3). 

− endorsed the proposed work plan for indicators (document 4-5), welcomed the forward looking 
planning on indicator work and decided on allocating resources from the HELCOM budget for the 
indicator manager in the Secretariat to continue the work from July 2019 until autumn 2021, and 
tentatively extending into 2022. 

− supported the arranging of a workshop under step 4 of the work plan for indicators in the second 
half of March 2019 and requested the Secretariat to elaborate the aim and intended deliverables of 
the workshop to enable the Contracting Parties to plan the work and possible nominations for the 
workshop. The Meeting further supported the finalization of the second work phase in autumn 
2021.  

− was of the view that the need for, and possible tasks of, policy leads should be further explored as 
the work progresses based on grouping of indicators. 

− took note of the presentation by Ms. Katarzyna Kaminska, Vice-Chair of the HELCOM Fish Group on 
progress concerning HELCOM data needs, including the development by CG FISHDATA of a 
roadmap for the collection of fisheries data in order to assess incidental by-catches and fisheries 
impact on benthic biotopes in the Baltic Sea (Presentation 2).  

− noted the open issue of hosting indicator data for continuous noise (document 4-27 and 
Presentation 3), emphasized the importance of storing and making the data available, recognized 
the importance of a potential host to provide continuity and of linking to the similar work done, 
e.g. under OSPAR in the North Sea. The Meeting requested EN Noise to further clarify what is 
required for hosting arrangements, and the Secretariat to further explore the possibility and cost of 
ICES taking up the hosting of the database and soundscape. The outcome of this process is to be 
presented to HOD 55-2018 for further deliberation on funding options from the Contracting 
Parties. 

− reconsidered the document on HELCOM input to the process of establishing environmental targets 
for underwater noise (document 4-12) taking into account the proposals by Russia (document 4-29) 
and agreed on the final version of the document as included in document 4-12-Rev.1. 

− considered and approved the proposed project for updating and upgrading the HELCOM Checklist 
(BaltiCheck), 2018-2019 (document 4-18) and mandated the Executive Secretary to allocate 
resources for the project. The Meeting took note of the comment by Denmark that the project 
does not prejudice any subsequent decisions on future Red List work. 

− considered document 4-20 on proposed HELCOM work on climate change and emphasized the 
importance of the practical nature of the work and linking the work on climate change to that on 
indicators and measures and especially updating of the BSAP. The Meeting took note that STATE & 
CONSERVATION 8-2018 discussed and supported a number of topics to be explored in the report 
card, including ocean acidification. The Meeting also requested to rename the report cards to fact 
sheets in line with HELCOM nomenclature, supported the proposed direction of the work and 
agreed that the dedicated work on climate change will begin in 2018. 
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− supported the engagement of the Secretariat with Baltic Earth and other potential partners, to 
further plan and operationalize the proposed approach. The Meeting approved HELCOM joining 
Baltic Earth and BONUS as co-organizer of the "Multiple Drivers for Earth system changes in the 
Baltic Sea region" workshop, to be held in late November-early December 2018 in Tallinn, Estonia. 

− considered the Thematic Assessment on coastal fish and noted the small amendment to the report 
by Poland (document 4-26-Corr.1). The Meeting approved the third draft thematic assessment on 
coastal fish (document 4-26) for publication in the Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings. The 
Meeting noted the suggestion by Denmark that in the future data for additional species and 
additional seasons are included in future assessments. 

Streamlining 
The Meeting 

− recalled that one of the results of the streamlining of HELCOM, concluded in 2014, is a new 
structure for the work on land-based pollution, monitoring and assessment, as well as biodiversity 
and nature conservation. 

− considered the feedback from the Pressure and State & Conservation Working Groups on the work 
of the groups under the revised HELCOM structure (document 5-2) as presented Mr. Lars Sonesten, 
Chair of HELCOM Pressure Working Group and Ms. Penina Blankett, Co-Chair of State & 
Conservation Working Group, and appreciated the valuable input 

− found it especially relevant to establish closer communication and cooperation between the 
groups, e.g. in the form of shared meetings of the representatives of the working groups or 
relevant Expert Networks under the both groups, joint thematic workshops (e.g. eutrophication, 
hazardous substances, climate change), coordinated planning of future activities including on 
indicators (work plans that could cover the years until 2021).  

− agreed that the update of the BSAP should be given a priority by the working groups in the round-
up to the Ministerial Meeting 2021 and that this process will require such enhanced cooperation 
and coordination of the groups.  

− recognized that the roadmap of ecosystem-approach provides a good common basis for joint 
planning and requested the Secretariat to add indications of which working bodies are responsible 
for individual activities to the roadmap. 

− agreed that the work of the Pressure and State & Conservation Working Groups should continue to 
be result-oriented and have an overarching character, while more in-depth discussions could be 
organized at the level of expert groups or networks reporting to these groups. The Meeting invited 
the working groups to reflect on this overarching role. 

− recognized that the high work load of the groups related to the wide spectrum of issues the groups 
are tasked to deal with and pointed out that increased intersessional activities could partly provide 
a solution to this.  

− concluded that the planning of the work is important to avoid overlapping processes, for example, 
the indicator work is separated in time from integrated assessments. 

− further agreed that the current working structure should be in place until the completion of the 
update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan and may be revisited in 2021 in light of the results of the 
update process of the BSAP. 

− noted the feedback from the State & Conservation Group that nature conservation related issues 
under the current structure receive too little time and focus and recognized that this issue requires 
more attention in the future. 
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PLC 7- IG 4-2018, Gothenburg, Sweden, 10-12 September 
The Meeting was focused on the current project activities in accordance with the PLC-7 project work plan, 
including launching of the periodic and annual PLC-reporting of 2017 data, updating of HELCOM Core 
Pressure Indicator on nutrient inputs (2016), and finalizing the remaining products of the PLC-6 project, 
particularly the evaluation of effectiveness of measures, scientific report and executive summary. 

Finalizing the PLC-6 project 
The Meeting 

− agreed that the draft of the evaluation of effectiveness of measures and source-oriented 
apportionment will be submitted to PRESSURE 9-2018 by 28 September 2018. 

− took note of the final compilation of the methodologies applied in the countries to evaluate 
nutrient loads.  

− agreed that the compilation has to be supplemented by a general conclusions on compatibility of 
the national methodologies and suggestions on harmonization which potentially might be needed 
in future. 

− took note of the clarification that the compilation concerns only methodologies used for PLC-6 
project and does not take into account new ones which potentially might be used for the future 
assessments. 

− agreed that the compilation will be submitted to PRESSURE 9-2018 as an information document by 
28 September 2018 by the Project Manager. 

− agreed that PRESSURE 9-2018 will be informed on the status for the scientific report on assessment 
of progress towards national nutrient input reduction targets. Relevant document will be submitted 
to the Secretariat by the Project Manager by 28 September 2018. A draft version of the report will 
be send out by 20 October 2018 and presented at the NutriRed workshop in November 2018. 

− considered an updated version of the PLC-6 project Executive Summary presented by the 
Secretariat. 

− agreed to arrange a commenting round on the text of the Executive Summary. The Meeting invited 
the authors (Outcome PLC-7 IG 3-2018, item 3.24) to revise the text they are responsible for by 
using track changes in the MS Word version of the draft executive summary available at the PLC-6 
Workspace. Revised versions of the draft are to be send by Friday 14 September 2018 to the 
Secretariat for compilation of the final draft and subsequent submission to PRESSURE 9-2018 for 
endorsement.  

− agreed that the background information report will be submitted to PRESSRUE 9-2018 as 
information document by 28 September 2018. 

− considered a suggestion by the Secretariat on the structure and contents of web pages providing 
detailed information on the results of PLC-6 assessments. 

− agreed on the changes in the suggested structure and time for their updates. 

Current activities of the PLC-7 project 
The Meeting 

− agreed on publication of the intercalibration report as a supporting material for the PLC-7 project. 
PRESSURE 9-2018 will be informed of the publication and accomplishment of this project task. 

− considered a draft report on statistical methods submitted by Denmark. The Meeting noted that 
examples in the report will be updated with new ones including data until 2015. 

− invited Denmark to amend the report and circulate it to the PLC-7 Implementation Group for 
commenting by 24 October 2018. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/PLC-6-9/Executive%20summary/Forms/AllItems.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/PLC-6-9/Executive%20summary/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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− invited the project group members to comment on the report by 16 November 2018 
(lms@dce.au.dk) with an intention to submit the final version to the PLC-7 IG 5-2018 meeting in 
December 2018. 

− considered and discussed the chapters of the draft of the updated PLC-water Guidelines. 
− agreed in general on the contents of the updated PLC-water Guidelines as published in the PLC-7 

Workspace. 
− agreed to comment on the final draft of the Guidelines by Monday 17 September 2018. The PLC-7 

Implementation group members are invited to download the draft from the workspace, make 
comments and corrections using track changes and upload the amended version to the Workspace 
indicating initials of reviewers in filenames of the uploaded files. The draft will further be submitted 
to PRESSURE 9-2018 for endorsement. The Project Manager will then finalize the PLC Guidelines for 
submission to PRESSURE 9-2018 by 20 September 2018. 

Future work 
The Meeting 

− discussed the PLC-7 timetable and concluded that it remains unchanged since the PLC-7 IG 3-2018 
meeting.  

− agreed to arrange PLC-7 IG 5-2018 on 17 19 December 2018 in Helsinki in the premises of the 
Secretariat. 

The next PLC-7 IG meeting will focus on the first results of the annual and periodic reporting 2017, the 
follow-up of the NutriRed workshop, statistical report, and other ongoing PLC-7 project activities. 

BALTICHECK WS 1-2018, Helsinki, Finland, 14 September 
The aim of the BaltiCheck project is to consolidate and make the data within HELCOM about species and 
their distribution publically available, link this information to the HELCOM Checklist information and 
develop an accessible database to store the consolidated data.  

Collating the data in a joined database will ensure access to region wide information with open access to 
the public. The database itself will function as a backbone for information about species and their spatial as 
well as temporal occurrence in the Baltic Sea. Collating already available data will increase the usability of 
already provided data by regional and national institutions. Furthermore, the process can help identifying 
datagaps and facilitate the aggregation of any missing information.  

Overall the BaltiCheck project provides the necessary information to analyse individual species, entire 
species groups as well as biodiversity on a regional scale. Consequently, the database is intended to be a 
valuable resource for modelling, analyses, assessment and evaluation work, including for biodiversity, 
biogeography, and future prospects under a changing climate and can be used for current as well as future 
projects at HELCOM and on a national level. 

The aim of the workshop was to exchange best practices, technical requirements and experiences in 
building and hosting species distribution related databases. This provides valuable input for the BaltiCheck 
project and helps establish a species database according to its needs – based on the feedback from 
experienced data hosts and data providers. Focal points for the workshop were the following topics: 

 Data (types, standardization, data model, policy) 

 Accessibility (web services & international Initiatives) 

 Issues during the process of establishing and maintaining of species databases 
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 Recommendations to HELCOM for their species database  

Follow-up meetings via skype will be conducted to plan future collaboration with the invited database 
experts and data providers. Furthermore, it was stated that it would be beneficial to involve data providers 
and experts also at early stages of the BaltiCheck project. This will ensure enough time for incorporation of 
tentative changes to the database. Members and Observers from State and Conservation will get the 
opportunity to comment on the progress during the meeting in October (State and Conservation 9-2018) 
and May (State and Conservation 10-2019). 

EN-HZ 9-2018, Online meeting, 17 September 
HELCOM Hazardous substances Guidelines 
The Meeting discussed the comments provided by Sweden at State and Conservation 8-2018. The lead 
author (Germany), on behalf of EN-HZ, informed that the majority of comments would be straightforward 
to implement, though discussion and clarification related to the inclusion of other PFAS compounds would 
be valuable. The Meeting discussed this issue and recommended that other compounds be included to 
encourage similar monitoring and assessment practices where possible, and that a differentiation could be 
made between substances monitored in the HELCOM indicators and those for which the best current 
practice was provided. The report will be published (as agreed at State and Conservation 8-2018) once 
changes have been implemented. 

The guidelines for PFOS in biota and HBCDD in biota and sediments were discussed. The issue of parallel 
work with OSPAR was discussed and Denmark informed that the OSPAR MIME meeting was to take place in 
November and that Denmark would provide additional information to EN-HZ on the stage of development 
within OSPAR and the possibility for cooperation on these guidelines. Denmark will inform the group at the 
latest by the end of November 2018. 

The guidelines for 1) chlorinated biphenyls and organochlorine pesticides in biota, 2) biological material 
sampling and sample handling for the analysis of persistent organic pollutants (PAHs, PCBs and OCPs) and 
metallic trace elements, and 3) determination of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons in biota, were discussed. 
The Meeting considered that further time was required for the group to review these documents and 
agreed that comments would be sent to the lead country (Germany) via email correspondence to the 
Secretariat (owen.rowe@helcom.fi) by 2 November 2018.  

The Meeting discussed the guideline for the determination of heavy metals in sediments and took note of 
comments requested by Estonia and agreed to consider them in the guideline. The guideline has 
subsequently be submitted to State and Conservation 9-2018 to seek approval for publication. 

The Meeting discussed the white-tailed sea eagle guidelines and as part of this discussion the general 
hosting of that indicator. The Meeting considered that the EN-HZ group appeared to be a valid forum for 
this indicator and the respective guideline. The Meeting considered it appropriate to ask State and 
Conservation 9-2018 to clarify this issue, in particular with respect to planning of the white-tailed sea eagle 
guidelines. 

HELCOM-ICES-OSPAR work plan for HZ automated platform 
The Meeting took note of progress related to the automated platform for calculation of HELCOM hazardous 
substances indicators and the associated integrated assessment. The Meeting was informed that the final 
details of the contract with ICES were being put in place and that the work programme would be linked 
with OSPAR developments (i.e. the MIME calculation tool) and that active development was expected to 
start at the end of 2018 with the current timeline targeting an information sharing process with ICES and 
the possibility for the group to test the interface associated with the spring 2019 EN-HZ meeting. 
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Indicator related aspects 
The Meeting discussed several topics that had emerged during the development of the State of the Baltic 
Sea report 2018 but had been documented for later discussion. 

− Use of Li or Al in sediment normalisation 
− Inclusion of Zebra mussels as a species for the extraction table in the future 
− Existing study reservations on indicator components (e.g. Cd and PAH metabolites) 
− Conversion factors between different organs 
− Future potential indicators to develop or ways to improve existing ones 

MPA TG 7-2018, Online meeting, 17 September 
The purpose of the meeting was to identify which of the actions under Recommendations 35/1 and 37/2 
have not yet been fully implemented, how to assess level of implementation and present these to STATE 
&CONSERVATION 9-2018, with the intention to provide concrete proposals on possible topics and avenues 
of cooperation, e.g. on sufficiency of measures, between OSPAR ICG MPA and State and Conservation. 

The Meeting noted that Recommendation 35/1 ‘System of coastal and marine Baltic Sea Protected Areas 
(HELCOM MPAs)’has been reviewed based on results published in 2016, and results can be seen both under 
Chapter 5 of BSEP 148 on ecological coherence assessment and the Implementation of Baltic Sea Action 
Plan report 2018. 

The Meeting did not have time to finalize the review of Recommendation 37/2, and agreed that the excel 
document including the actions and criteria will be placed on a workspace set up by the Secretariat and 
invited the Contracting Parties to provide comments, especially regarding the rest of the actions, directly to 
the document in the workspace. Comments to the document are requested by 28 September 2018. 

The final outcome of the review of the two Recommendations will be considered by STATE & 
CONSERVATION 9-2018. 

The Meeting highlighted the need for HELCOM MPA TG to also cooperate with OSPAR ICG POSH in addition 
to ICG MPA. 

CG PHARMA 4-2018, Online meeting, 20 September 
Veterinary data reporting 
The Meeting discussed the data call related to veterinary data, and the established deadlines. 

The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to report data by the current deadline but agreed to extend the 
deadline by 28 November, 2018 for the countries which indicated that they need more time for reporting. 
All data supplied will be analyzed and incorporated into predictions on loads, where possible. 
Representatives of CW PHARMA (partner project in this process who will analyze the reported data) 
accepted the new deadline as it still fit to the project work plan but urged national experts to provide data 
as soon as possible to start their compilation and analysis.   

Future work on HELCOM indicators 
The Meeting was informed of proposals to develop closer working ties between PRESSURE and State and 
Conservation Working Groups, in particular via the expert groups. The Meeting supported the idea that 
hazardous substances and the linking of loads and status in the marine environment was a valuable 
approach.  
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The future work on HELCOM indicators and the plan approved at HELCOM HOD 54-2018 (Outcomes 
paragraph 4.25, document 4-5) was introduced and the Meeting took note of the fact that a series of 
questionnaires and supporting documents would shortly be distributed to the group. 

IN-EUTROPHICATION 11-2018, Online meeting, 24 September 
Information relevant to the activities from other HELCOM Groups 
The Meeting was informed by the Secretariat about latest developments within relevant HELCOM groups.  
The meeting took note of the following activities: 

− HELCOM Heads of Delegations (HOD) meeting 54-2018 approved State of the Baltic Sea report to 
be published. The report was published in July together with resulting data products and underlying 
data. Secretariat is currently preparing a communication package which will be made available 
during this week to emphasize the key results. The package will be sent to expert groups involved 
in preparing to report.  

− HOD 54-2018 meeting also approved the Baltic Sea Action Plan update process which starts during 
this year.  

− Upcoming State & Conservation 9-2018 in October will have following issues of relevance for IN-
Eutrophication 
o Commenting and approval of Terms of Reference for 2019-2021 (document 5-1) 
o Update of HELCOM Data and Information strategy 

The Secretariat informed the meeting on the process of future work of HELCOM indicators, endorsed by 
HOD 54-2018 (Document 4-5), which contains a questionnaire for indicator leads and expert networks on 
how the current indicators match current policy needs such as BSAP. Outcome of the process would be that 
the information received from the questionnaire would be used to prioritize future needs of HELCOM 
indicator development. A final step would be a workshop in spring 2019 together with policy experts and 
technical experts which will set a more concrete plan for indicator development. Secterariat is preparing 
the questionnaire to be submitted to expert groups in the beginning of October.  

The meeting commented that the questionnaire activity should be a two-way process receiving feedback 
from experts and focus also on linkages between indicators across different themes, e.g between 
biodiversity and eutrophication indicators.  

The meeting discussed that it is possible that the indicator leads fill in the questionnaire and share their 
response for IN-Eutrophication group for commenting in order to provide input from the whole expert 
network. 

Future development of the eutrophication indicators and assessment 
The Meeting 

− discussed the need and potential for future development of the HELCOM eutrophication status 
assessment.  

− discussed on the use of oxygen indicators and took note that only common oxygen indicator is 
oxygen debt, which is applicable only in open sea areas, whereas there is various indicators used by 
Contracting Parties in the coastal waters. 

− agreed to update the list of experts to take part in oxygen indicator development work starting in 
the beginning of 2019. The meeting requested lead country Germany to contact IN-Eutrophication 
group for updating the list of experts in January 2019 and start drafting a work plan.  
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− discussed on the use macrozoobenthos indicators for eutrophication assessment. The meeting took 
note on the use of macrozoobenthos core indicator (State of soft-bottom macrofauna) in Northern 
parts of the Baltic (Bothnian Sea and Bothnian Bay) in HOLAS2 Eutrophication assessment. 

− was of the opinion that State of soft bottom macrofauna (BQI) indicator is a potential candidate to 
be included in eutrophication assessment also in the whole Baltic area.  

− took note of the IN-Benthic meeting to be held in 26-27 September 2018 and welcomed the 
suggestion by Poland to raise the topic on using macrozoobenthos indicators in eutrophication 
assessment in the meeting and requested Poland to inform IN-Eutrophication 12-2018 meeting 
about the outcome.  

− discussed the status of pre-core indicator cyanobacterial bloom index (Lead: Finland) and recalled 
the current study reservation by Denmark.  

− discussed the status of acidification indicator and took note that the State & Conservation 8-2018 
decided that the indicator development is housed under IN-Eutrophication, and welcomed Sweden 
and Germany to take co-lead. 

− took note that Estonia and Finland are also interested to take part in the acidification indicator 
development work.  

− discussed about a project working on developing acidification indicator and took note that 
additional resources would be required in order for the acidification indicator development work to 
progress to an operational HELCOM indicator and agreed that the IN-Eutrophication 12-2018 
meeting should look into the issue on how to further develop the indicator.  

− recalled the decision from IN-Eutrophication 10-2018 regarding compiling a document on observed 
issues with current HELCOM assessment units in relation to eutrophication assessment. 

− agreed on a suggestion to form a team of experts per subbasin to start describing any issues 
(gradients etc.) related to carrying out assessments in subbasin 

− agreed that a proper timeline for the assessment unit related expert team work would be to 
communicate the findings to the IN-eutrophication and eventually to State & Conservation 10-2019 
in spring 2019 for consideration.  

− recalled the decision in IN-Eutrophication 10-2018 to revisit TARGREV values for the following 
holistic assessment. 

− recalled the issue of total nitrogen and total phosphorus indicators lacking common targets in 
certain open sea assessment units and that the issue is pending due to a study reservation from 
Denmark.  

− was of the opinion that for other indicators extensive target revision is not needed.  
− took note and supported the suggestion by Germany to test the use of data-driven coastal indicator 

assessment for nutrients, secchi and chl-a for time period 2011-2016 in order to be able to see any 
potential issues on using data-driven approach in future assessments. 

− requested the Secretariat to contact ICES in order to look into the requirements related to carrying 
out data driven coastal assessment and return to the topic in IN-Eutrophication 12-2018.  

− agreed on postponing the confidence assessment related issue for IN-Eutrophication 12-2018.  
− took note on the proposal by Germany on indicator scaling (Document 4-1).  
− discussed about the challenges related to providing best and worst values and that EQR is driven by 

best and acceptable deviation value.  
− discussed on the EQR concept and variable acceptable deviations and agreed that questions raised 

require further studying with national experts and agreed to discuss the issue in an extra IN-
Eutrophication (IN-Eutrophication 11E-2018) meeting to be held in Friday 2 November 2018.  
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Work plan 
The meeting 

− discussed on the draft Terms of Reference for the group and suggested to have a more generic 
terms of reference by leaving the work plan task part empty and maintain keeping track of tasks 
and deadlines using the excel table as a living document.  

− noted that the current draft terms of reference does not mention the need for development of 
linkages between indicators with different themes (e.g. between biodiversity and eutrophication). 

− agreed to have next meeting as an extra IN-Eutrophication meeting (IN-Eutrophication 11E-2018) 
meeting focusing on indicator scaling issue to be held in Friday 2 November 2018. 

IN BENTHIC 2-2018, Warnemünde, Germany, 26-27 September 
The Meeting discussed aspects of interest for the group including information derived from earlier work, 
previous HELCOM meetings, e.g.: 

− State and Conservation 8-2018 (Outcomes paragraph 2J.16) noted that the Terms of Reference 
(ToRs) of the group were due to expire in 2018. Discussion on future ToRs encouraged future work 
on mapping, as well as on harmonization and integration methods, and nature (conservation) 
values. The potential expansion of the group’s scope and role was discussed.  

− The State of the Baltic Sea report had been published and that an information and communication 
package is now available and was recently provided to those involved in the process. The purpose 
of this package is to provide communication material and support for HELCOM Contracting Parties 
with publicising the report, should they wish to do so nationally. 

− A brief summary of information related to benthic habitats included in the State of the Baltic Sea 
report was given and the group was informed that the final reports of the projects responsible for a 
number of benthic habitat-related development (e.g. TAPAS, SPICE and Baltic BOOST) were 
available in the meeting document library to support discussion within the group (document 3-1). 

− Ongoing work outside of the HELCOM structure, including on EU MSFD Descriptor 6, was discussed. 
The ICES WK BED PRESS workshop was introduced (workshop in 24-26 October, 2018), with 
registration now open. The group was informed that the Secretariat will explore the possibility to 
attend but participation from national representatives would also be valuable.  

− The forming of Task Group on D6 (TG Seabed) was discussed based on a draft document presented 
to the EU WG GES group. The Meeting was informed of provisional plans that included work on EU 
MSFD D6C1 and D6C4, such as: methods, evidence based assessments, and gaps in knowledge, for 
EU MSFD D6C3 and D6C5 for losses and adverse effects, and on threshold value setting approaches 
and threshold value proposals for D6C4 and D6C5. 

− The role of HELCOM CG FISH data was discussed, noting that it was established to explore potential 
loss and disturbance of habitat due to fishing activities. 

− The Secretariat clarified that participation in the external activities could include the Chair of the EN 
BENTHIC group and the Secretariat as initial contact points, as well as national representation. 
These activities could be followed, and that attendance could be met where possible to ensure 
information transfer.  

− Cooperation with OSPAR groups was discussed and it was clarified that such aspects should be 
linked to the work plan of the group and brought to the attention of HELCOM working groups. 

The meeting 
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− discussed the draft ToRs for the group for 2018-2021 and proposed changes and amendments to 
them as contained in document 5-1rev. Each section was discussed individually and changes made 
or general agreement on the existing text confirmed. 

− agreed to change the name of the group to meet the wider scope and purpose of the group. The 
proposed new name was: The HELCOM Expert Network on Benthic Habitats (EN-BENTHIC). 

− discussed that the listed objectives are considered to be ambitious, and that these should be 
considered aspirational and identified as important for the group to address. The group also 
discussed the need for resources to carry out this work, with priority setting and availability of 
resources being vital considerations for successful completion of tasks. 

− discussed reporting of habitat related information to EMODNET and possible cooperation between 
HELCOM, this and other data collection initiatives, as well as institutions with common or 
overlapping goals (e.g. OSPAR) was considered important and worth to be explored. 

− noted the information by Sweden that OSPAR is carrying out a review of monitoring strategies and 
the monitoring institutions (for soft bottom fauna), using an online survey as the main process, and 
the report will be available during 2019. The Meeting welcomed the information that it is possible 
to expand this survey to provide full coverage for those countries which are part of both 
conventions and to include other HELCOM countries, though some resources support may be 
required.  

− took note of that HELCOM countries also being part of OSPAR consider that having complete 
national coverage would be valuable. Sweden will explore the timeline for the survey work and 
request a cost estimation for HELCOM countries to join. The deadline for submitting a request 
(including a brief plan, timeline, and resource requirement) to State and Conservation 9-2018 for a 
decision on this is Monday 1 October.  

− discussed that this could be used as a proof of concept which could then be developed within 
HELCOM to expand it to other habitat types if needed. EN BENTHIC contacts are asked to identify 
which monitoring institutions/laboratories nationally to be contacted with the questionnaire. If 
approved, State and Conservation would be needed to inform of the appropriate contact persons.  

− The revised ToRs, reflecting the group’s discussions on technical and practical aspects, are provided 
in document 5-1 Rev.1. This version of the ToRs was endorsed by the group with the request that it 
be submitted to State and Conservation 9-2018 for their approval. 

WS RAP ML 3-2018, Riga, Latvia, 9 October 
The Workshop 

─ agreed that Germany will prepare a questionnaire for HELCOM countries to compile background 
information for drafting HELCOM guidelines on best practice on waste management to prevent 
waste turn into marine litter (RL3) and probably addressing cleaning and collection systems to 
prevent litter from land entering the aquatic environment (RL2) and marine litter references in waste 
management plans (RL1). Suggested deadlines: 

• draft questionnaire by 23 October  
• commenting by the EN-Marine Litter by 13 November 
• endorsement by PRESSURE via correspondence  
• results of the questionnaire to PRESSURE 10-2019. 

─ welcomed the offer by CCB to compile national available information and produce an initial draft of 
revised HELCOM Recommendations on waste and storm water management intended to integrate 
into these Recommendations specific requirements concerning prevention of micro litter with 
support by the FanpLESStic-Sea project. HELCOM national experts will provide national available 
information.  
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─ agreed on the process to conclude action RL8:  
• Poland will provide a final report on the assessment of the importance of sewage related 

waste coming from the upstream waste flow RL8 by the end of 2018 
• The Secretariat will investigate the possibilities how to share the report with River and River 

Basin Commissions. 
─ invited countries to contribute to the questionnaires on EPS in the Baltic Sea developed by 

Denmark (action RL9). Process: 
• A draft report sent for commenting round in December.  
• Final report available in March 2019. 
• To come back to a future plan to accomplish action RL9 once the report is available.  

─ agreed to repeat the questionnaire on landfills which may eventually pose a risk to the marine 
environment (action RL14) prepared by Estonia in 2016. Process: summary report including 
evaluation prepared by the lead country and conclusion on accomplishment of the action. 

─ agreed, in relation to best practice - model on recycling of ELB (End-of-Life boats) (action RS1), to: 
• Invite countries to reply to a questionnaire by Finland by the end of December 2018 on: 

─ Number of boats: How many leisure boats (from 2,5 m to 24 m in length) are there 
in your country? Where is this number derived from and when was it estimated? Is 
there a boat register in your country? If a register exists, is the data available 
somewhere? please indicate where 

─ Legislation: How are ELB’s treated in your national legislation? If they are not 
mentioned or treated, please indicate this too. 

─ Waste flow calculations: Are any waste flow calculations made in your country in 
regards of ELB’s? How many ELB’s will be in need of dismantling in the near future 
(5 years, 10 years, 15 years’)? 

─ Practices and FRP recycling/reuse: How are ELB’s dismantled and disposed in your 
country? Is there a FRP recycling or reusing scheme in place? If a scheme is in place, 
please describe it. 

─ Any other information on the matter that would be useful in fulfilling action RS1. 
• Subsequently, a report summarising the outcome of the questionnaire will be submitted 

for consideration to PRESSURE 10-2019. 
─ agreed to nationally explore the possibility of joining the project proposal consortium by WWF 

Poland on a follow-up project to MARELITT Baltic (“Baltic Sea Blueprint”). 
─ agreed that there is a need to continue holding regular Workshops on implementation of the RAP 

ML. Participants suggested to select themes for the next workshop based on the suggestions by 
countries and prioritization of actions including actions without leadership. 

─ considered the evaluation of the implementation of the RAP ML(attachment to document 4-1), and 
agreed to provide additional information if need to the Secretariat by 30 October 2018.  

PRESSURE 9-2018, Riga, Latvia, 10-12 October 
 

Organization of work to update the Baltic Sea Action Plan, including revision of HELCOM 
Recommendation 

 The Meeting  

─ noted that analysis of sufficiency of measures (SOM) will be carried out as part of updating the BSAP, 
in particular to support selection of new actions, as agreed by HELCOM 39-2018. To support the 
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planned analyses a HELCOM Expert Group on Sufficiency of Measures (EG SOM) is under 
consideration, the Terms of Reference to be adopted at HOD 55-2018. 

─ took note of the view of Germany that while the presented SOM approach is logical, it is also over-
ambitious. Furthermore, Germany pointed out that for topics such as eutrophication the necessary 
expertise and knowledge to formulate new measures already exists within the Pressure WG. The 
meeting also noted the view of Russia being against establishing a new group, due to the fact that 
there are limited possibilities to involve additional national experts in the HELCOM work on SOM. 

─ took note of the view of Denmark that the overall work plan approach is found manageable although 
very tight, but a more detailed plan for the contribution from Pressure WG is desired, including to 
agree on the role of associated expert groups and to identify the tasks that will be addressed at future 
meetings of the Pressure WG. 

─ took note of the information by the Secretariat that one of the main purposes of the EG SOM is to 
develop a similar and structured method and approach to identifying needs for new or strengthened 
measures across the HELCOM working structure. The Contracting Parties will be invited to nominate 
experts to EG SOM, and the nominations are expected to draw from existing HELCOM expertise, 
including Pressure WG and associated EGs. Prioritization of topics to be covered by the analysis of 
sufficiency of measures will be proposed by the GEAR Group, as needed, which is closely linked to 
the question of available resources. 

─ proposed to engage expert groups and networks by including a contribution to the BSAP in the Terms 
of Reference of relevant groups. 

─ considered the process to follow up the implementation of national and regional actions as well as a 
proposal to include suggested national actions to the list of HELCOM actions under the Pressure WG 
and agreed on that as reflected in Annex 2 and Annex 3, respectively. 

─ agreed that the Contracting Parties will share the work on consideration of the Recommendations 
adopted before 2007 to identify which actions should be included into follow-up system. The meeting 
agreed that countries will consider the Recommendations as listed in Annex 4. The meeting invited 
the Contracting Parties to consider reviewing of the remaining Recommendations and inform the 
Secretariat by 19 October 2018. The meeting agreed that the results of evaluation will be reported 
to the Secretariat by 21 December 2018. 

─ requested the Secretariat to provide a specification of the reviewing outcomes by 19 October 2018. 
─  

Marine litter 
The Meeting 

─ took note that the Third Workshop on implementation of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter 
(WS RAP ML 3-2018) was held on 9 October 2018 and considered an extraction from the Outcome 
of WS RAP ML 3-2018 reflecting the suggestions by the workshop on the further steps (Presentation 
2) and agreed on the joint actions suggested by the workshop as contained in Annex 5. 

─ took note of the outcome of the HELCOM-Interreg workshop on marine litter and eco-design held on 
15 June 2018 in Berlin, Germany, and discussed the “Principles for design reducing/ preventing 
marine litter” evolved from the workshop (doc. 4-5).  

─ also took note that additional discussion is foreseen in terms of resources’ availability and 
identification of the final product of action RL5. Germany offered to investigate the possibility to 
present HELCOM work on action RL5 in the “Design for Sustainability 2018” event to be held on 11-
12 December in London, UK.  

─ agreed that the Contracting Parties will provide national information to Germany and the Secretariat 
on activities aiming at establishing a dialogue and negotiate on solutions with business and industry 
to (i) develop design improvements that reduce the negative impacts of products entering the marine 
environment, and (ii) reduce over- packaging and promote wise packaging.  

https://www.ami.international/events/event?Code=C0923#10161
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─ took note of the outcome of the regional questionnaire to compile information on national activities 
with regard to ALDFG as contained in document 4-3-Rev.2.  

─ took note of the study reservation by Denmark on the document and that consolidated position will 
be presented at FISH meeting in November 2018.  

─ agreed in principle to develop further the suggestions on potential regional actions included in 
document 4-3-Rev.2, pending on the study reservation by Denmark. 

─ took note of the information on “Clean Beach Campaign” organized in 2018 in Russia as well as in 
some other HELCOM countries as contained in document 4-6 and agreed with the views of the WS 
RAP ML 3-2018 that there is a need to make these activities more regionally promoted.  

─ considered the update of the ToR for the HELCOM EN-Marine Litter for the period 2018-2021 and 
agreed on the ToR as contained in Annex 6.  

Underwater noise 
The Meeting 

─ considered the updated reporting format to the OSPAR-HELCOM registry of underwater noise and 
agreed on it (doc. 5-2).  

─ took note that Russia foresees some difficulties due to lack of data when uploading data to the 
registry. 

─ took note of the information on the upcoming International Conference “Noise mitigation for the 
construction of increasingly large offshore wind turbines - Technical options for complying with noise 
limits” to be held on 22-23 November 2018 in Berlin, Germany (doc. 5-3). 

─ took note of the ongoing work in TG Noise under the lead of Germany on how the application of 
noise-mitigation measures can be included in the reporting to the impulsive noise registry. The report 
is to be finished by the end of 2018. The meeting was also informed about a comprehensive field 
study (to be finalized by the end of 2019) on the progress and efficacy of noise-mitigation measures, 
using pile driving sound measurements from German offshore construction projects up to the end of 
2018.  

─ agreed on the revised Terms of Reference for the HELCOM EN-Noise for the period 2018-2021 as 
given in Annex 7. 

Indicators and State and Conservation 
The Meeting 

─ discussed the updated HELCOM core indicator on input of nutrients (1995-2016) and major 
conclusions from this new data (doc. 6-13). 

─ took note of the information by Denmark that waterborne input of nitrogen from Denmark from 
2007 to 2014 might be underestimated. 

─ suggested to keep copies of the previous indicator assessments available on the HELCOM website. 
The Meeting also expressed concern regarding frequent changes of the assessment method by 
EMEP. EMEP reported that emissions data now come from CEIP and differ from previous years. The 
Meeting invited EMEP to provide the assessment data based on the most recent model and latest 
emission data. 

─ took note of the preliminary analysis of pharmaceuticals in WWTP effluents which is a part of the 
cooperation programme between HELCOM and PA Hazards (doc. 7-5). The data will further be 
utilized for accomplishing of the HELCOM action on micropollutants in WWTP effluents, 
identification of the regional priority contaminants and advancement of HELCOM indicator 
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─ took note of the report on the work done by HELCOM CG PHARMA in the last year (doc. 7-6). The 
EU recommended to take into account the work of the Commission on pharmaceuticals and 
encouraged CG PAHRMA group to cooperate with the Commission. 

─ took note of the current work of the EN-Hazards and, particularly, planned activities on further 
advancement of HELCOM indicators of contamination of the Baltic Sea environment incorporating 
data on loads, sources, use of chemicals.  

─ took note of the suggestion by the EU to use this work to support national reporting for the EU 
WFD and MSFD. 

─ supported the cooperation of Pressure and State & Conservation Groups aimed at further 
elaboration of HELCOM indicators and encouraged national experts to contribute to this work. 

─ welcomed the new vision of HELCOM Indicators of contamination of the Baltic Sea environment, 
highlighting the urgent need to connect the data on loads and sources of contaminants with the 
state of the Baltic Sea environment. This approach will allow to follow up the effect of undertaken 
measures and appropriately react on emerging pollutants preventing accumulation of 
contaminants in the environment. FEAP asked for a more detailed division of the marine areas of 
the Baltic Sea. For example Danish Straits could be divided into the Sound and the Belts. In the 
report “State of the Baltic Sea” there is big difference in the eutrophication status of the Sound and 
the Belts. As far as FEAP is informed, the analysis in HELCOM has started. 

─ took note of the suggestion by Germany to take account of the MSFD Commission decision 
EU2017/848 with respect to descriptor 8 and concerning the work on hazardous substances in 
HELCOM, to e.g. develop an indicator on oil spills. Concerning offshore sources of pollutants 
Germany suggested to consider copper. Germany also suggested to scrutinize the relevance of the 
substances of the COMBINE Database to develop them into indicators. 

─ considered HELCOM work on climate change and supported the direction of the dedicated work on 
climate change involving Baltic Earth network. 

─ The Meeting in general supported the suggested fact-sheet approach providing the following 
reflection on the matter: to organize work along BSAP update issues; there are too many detailed 
fact sheets and it might be more beneficial to have less e.g. one fact sheet on eutrophication; 
reflect carbon cycle in PLC work; reflect increase of organic matter in fresh water; reflect the issue 
of atmospheric deposition and involve EMEP into the work on deposition, particularly the effect on 
ammonia emissions; changes of nutrient loads due to changing of farming practices; initiate work 
to quantify the capacity of healthy Baltic Sea to store carbon. Finland informed that it will provide 
comments to State&Conservation. 

─  

 

SEAL 12-2018, Tallinn, Estonia, 10-12 October 
 

State and Conservation 
The Meeting  

─ took note of the Terms of Reference for the meeting, adopted by STATE & CONSERVATION 7-2017 
(document 2-1). 

─ considered the comments and amendments provided by Germany, Sweden and Denmark to the 
monitoring guidelines for seal abundance and distribution in the HELCOM area (document 5-2, 5-2 
Att.1., 5-2 Att.2.).  
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─ agreed to finalize the text of the Guidelines in a drafting group consisting of Germany, Finland, 
Poland and Sweden. Due to time limitations in the meeting the results of the drafting process was 
presented to EG MAMA for intersessional comments and approval (document 5-2 rev.1.), with the 
intention that the approved version of the guidelines be submitted for endorsement by STATE & 
CONSERVATION 9-2018. 

─ took note of the information on progress on the harbor porpoise distribution and abundance 
indicator as presented by Sacha Viquerat, Germany (presentation 9). The Meeting welcomed the 
suggestion, and justification for, splitting the indicator into two and asked that this information be 
forwarded to State and Conservation 9-2018. 

─ agreed to form a Harbour Porpoise Team subgroup consisting of Mr. Sacha Viquerat, Germany, Mr. 
Michael Dähne, Germany, Ms. Julia Carlström, Sweden, Signe Sveegaard, Denmark, Iwona 
Pawliczka, Poland, Olli Loisa, Finland, and Ida Carlén, Chair of the ASCOBANS Jastarnia Group (in 
line with the correspondence between the HELCOM State and Conservation Working Group and 
ASCOBANS). 

─ took note of the draft proposals for amendments of the HELCOM Recommendation 17/2 on 
protection of harbor porpoise and agreed to further update the text of the Recommendation in a 
drafting group consisting of Denmark, Finland, Germany, Poland, and Sweden. The Drafting Group 
agreed that the recommendation part should remain as it is in the actual valid version of the Rec. 
from 1996 (revised 2012), because the task given to the group was to update the 
Recommendation, not to revise it. However, two technical changes should be made in the 
recommendation part and the changes that were made  in the preamble should remain. The results 
of the drafting process was presented to the Meeting for approval (document 7-1 rev.1). 

─ agreed that changes to the recommendation part were outside of the mandate of the update 
process. This should be reported to State and Conservation 9-2018. The Meeting invited State and 
Conservation 9-2018 to consider the need for a revision of the recommendation and forward a 
respective proposal to the HODs, as some new developments such as the ASCOBANS Conservation 
Plan for the Harbour Porpoise Population in the Western Baltic, the Belt Sea and Kattegat and the 
MSFD for those Contracting Parties who are also EU Member States, and these should be 
recognized also in the recommendation part. 

─ approved the updated HELCOM Recommendation 17/2 as contained in document 7-1 rev.1, and 
agreed to submit it for consideration of STATE & CONSERVATION 9-2018. 

─ reviewed the ToRs for SEAL 12-2018 and drafted and agreed on draft ToRs for EG MAMA 13-2019 
as contained in Annex 2 of this Outcome and endorsed their submission to State and Conservation 
9-2018 for approval. 

Indicators 
The Meeting 

─ took note of the information by Sweden in relation to the further development of the indicators 
nutritional status  and reproductive status that Sweden confirmed that the national indicator lead 
for seals is Sara Persson. 

─ welcomed the information by Germany that they are willing to lead the work on the development 
of the new health indicators and support Sweden in their activities in the Marine Mammal Health 
team. The Meeting agreed that a drafting group was established to plan the further work and 
presented the plan to the Meeting (as contained in Annex 3 in this Outcome). 

─ took note that GEAR 18-2018 discussed the policy needs and requirements related to the HELCOM 
indicators and the indicator project, and agreed to prepare a template for expert networks to fill in 
regarding the relevant indicators for each group. 
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─ took note of the pre-filled content of the indicator questionnaire document as provided by the 
indicator leads. The Meeting discussed and amended the prefilled information as contained in 
document 6-1 Att. 9-12 rev.1. The Meeting took note of the information and it will be integrated 
into the future work on HELCOM indicator process. 

─ agreed that Sweden, as the indicator lead for the indicators on nutritional status and reproductive 
status, will fill in the respective indicator questionnaires and send them for review and comment to 
the Health Team, incorporate any suggested amendment and send the filled in questionnaire to the 
HELCOM Secretariat (owen.rowe@helcom.fi) by 31 January 2019 at the latest. 

─ took note of the information on progress in development of a marine mammal health, nutritional 
status and reproductive status indicator (presentation 8), as presented by Ms. Kristina Lehnert, 
Germany. 

─ agreed that the results presented are good indicators for the various topics. In some countries  
there are resource limitations and variation in monitoring methods across the region which may 
impede the operationalization of the suggested methods. Future guidelines for health indicators 
will outline best practices. 

─ noted the possibility  to further develop  the proposed methods and to bring the information from 
an individual to a population level. 

─ agreed that further discussion on these topics should take place in the Health Team, preferably to 
begin during their first physical meeting. 

─ took note of the comment by CCB that they strongly encourage the Baltic Sea countries to explore 
the possibility to provide the funds needed to operationalize the health, reproductive and 
nutritional status indicators. 

─ took note of the information on progress on the harbor porpoise distribution and abundance 
indicator as presented by Sacha Viquerat, Germany (presentation 9). The Meeting welcomed  the 
suggestion, and justification for, splitting the indicator into two and asked that this information be 
forwarded to State and Conservation 9-2018.  

─ agreed to form a Harbour Porpoise Team subgroup consisting of Mr. Sacha Viquerat, Germany, Mr. 
Michael Dähne, Germany, Ms. Julia Carlström, Sweden, Signe Sveegaard, Denmark, Iwona 
Pawliczka, Poland, Olli Loisa, Finland, and Ida Carlén, Chair of the ASCOBANS Jastarnia Group (in 
line with the correspondence between the HELCOM State and Conservation Working Group and 
ASCOBANS). 

─ discussed the need to coordinate and cooperate the national harbor porpoise monitoring in order 
to achieve the sufficient data quality for the indicators to provide regional results. The Meeting 
agreed that the need to harmonize national work on a regional scale and that clear structures for 
this needs to be developed, with the EG MAMA harbor porpoise subgroup functioning as the 
coordinating platform and the indicator leads as contact persons on the topic 

─ took note of the information on the draft Terms of Reference for the Joint OSPAR/HELCOM 
workshop on development of incidental bycatch indicators (document 6-2) and asked that efforts 
should be made to find synergies, and possible cooperation, with the ACCOBAMS&ASCOBANS 
bycatch working group to avoid overlap. 

Guidelines 
The Meeting  

─ considered the comments and amendments provided by Germany, Sweden and Denmark to the 
monitoring guidelines for seal abundance and distribution in the HELCOM area (document 5-2, 5-2 
Att.1., 5-2 Att.2.). 

─ discussed the intention behind, and use of, HELCOM guidelines and agreed to move the 
information on national approaches to monitoring to an annex of the guidelines. The annex is to 
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function as a living document and the Meeting agreed that CP’s will be asked to review and, as 
needed, provide updates to the document prior to every EG MAMA meeting. 

─ agreed to finalize the text of the Guidelines in a drafting group consisting of Germany, Finland, 
Poland and Sweden. Due to time limitations in the meeting the results of the drafting process was 
presented to EG MAMA for intersessional comments and approval (document 5-2 rev.1.), with the 
intention that the approved version of the guidelines be submitted for endorsement by STATE & 
CONSERVATION 9-2018. 

─ took note of the information that since SEAL 11-2017 no progress on improving the guidelines for 
monitoring reproductive and nutritional status of marine mammals has taken place. The Meeting 
noted that Sweden and Germany are working bilaterally to establish a plan to take the work 
forward and expect to be able to present further developed guidelines for EG MAMA 13-2019. 

─ took note of the list of Action Points agreed at the 24th ASCOBANS Advisory Committee Meeting, 
including information on the work under the ACCOBAMS &ASCOBANS WG bycatch and their work 
on by-catch thresholds. The Meeting further took note of the work on guidelines for evaluating 
causes of standings through necropsies, as well as that work is ongoing on updating the reporting 
formats in order to improve usability of the reported information (document 7-3). 

Annex 2 Draft Terms of Reference for EG MAMA 13-2019 

The HELCOM Expert Group on Marine Mammals (EG MAMA) will during its 13th meeting, and in the 
intersessional period leading up to the meeting, do the following: 

─ Indicators: 
a. The health team will further develop existing, and start developing new, indicators for the health 

status of seals and porpoises. 
b. Mr. Sacha Viquerat, Germany, and Ms. Julia Carlström, Sweden, Signe Sveegaard, Denmark and 

Iwona Pawliczka, Poland, and Olli Loisa, Finland, Ida Carlén (Chair of the ASCOBANS Jastarnia 
Group) will continue the work on developing the indicator on ‘Harbour porpoise distribution and 
abundance’, splitting the indicator into two separate indicators, one on abundance and trends in 
abundance, and a second on distribution, and report to EG MAMA 13-2019. 

c. Mr. Sven Koschinski, Germany, in collaboration with Poland and Sweden and supported by CG 
FishData and the planner joint HELCOM and OSPAR workshop on by-catch indicator 
development, will continue the work on the development of the indicator ‘Number of drowned 
mammals and waterbirds in fishing gears’ and report to EG MAMA 13-2019. 

─  Management plans: 

a.Review current national management plans and their implementation in light of the 
Recommendation 27-28/2 as well as the management plan guidelines developed by SEAL 8-
2014. 

b.Review new and updated national management plans, to be circulated for discussion at EG 
MAMA 13-2019. 

─ Monitoring guidelines: 

a.The guidelines for monitoring reproductive and nutritional status of marine mammals will 
be further improved in cooperation between Germany, Sweden, Denmark and the health 
team by EG MAMA 13-2019. 
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